Cancer-related health policy: beyond the smoke and mirrors.
To review the process of cancer-related health policy in the US. Professional journals, texts, government and organization newsletters, and Internet websites. Health care and cancer-related health policy has been fraught with contention and ambiguity. Special interest groups of all sizes and causes interface with the legislative process to influence outcome at every level of policy development, implementation, and evaluation. Cancer-related health policy is formulated and actualized being influenced by competing interests, needs, and resources, which is an inherently political process. A more complete understanding of this process will aid oncology nurses to participate more fully and more effectively in helping reduce the burden of cancer.